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GCCSA Provides Immediate Relief from Winter Storm Uri
In its commitment to doing its part in alleviat-
ing the pains of disasters affecting Harris County 
communities, Gulf Coast Community Services 
Association, Inc. (GCCSA) provided $56,225 in 
emergency relief assistance to households ad-
versely impacted by February’s Winter Storm Uri. 

One hundred seventy-three households were 
awarded gift cards in the amount of $325 for 
Wal-Mart, so that they may start the process of 

replacing items lost or destroyed from the his-
toric freeze. These families live in Harris County, 
have median household incomes within 200% of 
the federal poverty line (think a family of 4 with 
a total income of $53,000 or less), and have chil-
dren enrolled in Head Start or Early Head Start 
Programs. 

Head Start & Early Head Start families who suf-
fered water and/or roof damage, a loss of power 
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Disaster Relief Assistance is part 
of an ongoing commitment to be 
on the side of Harris County vul-
nerable populations.
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and/or water, loss of food and supplies, and missed 
needed work hours were invited to apply to the GCC-
SA, Inc. Winter Storm Uri Relief Assistance Program 
in late March 2021. Of the 183 applications received, all 
but ten (10) were deemed eligible. Five were over-in-
come and 5 were duplicate entries. 

From the start of the outreach window to the approval 
and release date (only 23 days!), GCCSA was able to 
put 173 gift cards in the hands of all families in a sin-
gle day, providing the release of much stress that was 
experienced by so many.

While the Agency has seen a sharp increase in de-
mand over the past year since the start of the pandem-
ic, GCCSA continues to provide unique relief oppor-
tunities that meet each moment of crisis affecting the 
vulnerable populations of Harris County. When the 
Houston-area was most recently impacted by the Tax 

Day Floods, Memorial Day Floods, and the worst storm in an age, Hurricane Harvey, GCCSA rose to 
the challenge, assisting several thousand of Harris County’s devastated households per disaster.
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173
received gift cards to 
purchase household 
items lost in the freeze.


